
Enjoy the summery Helsinki and learn 

öÁŇâĀĮÁŎĀĮø ŇŎĵŃĀìŇ ÁáĵŝŎ âĀŎů âìĮŎŃìɅŇ ĭĵŃì

than a hundred years old buildings!

.



Do you know which city centre building has 

housed the most glorious party ever held in 

Finland? Or which building was designed by an 

architect who suffered a tragic fate? Or do you 

ĥĮĵũ ũýĀâý áŝĀħèĀĮøɅŇ ĵũĮìŃŇýĀŀ ũÁŇ ĀĮâħŝèìè

in the peace terms of the Second World War?

The Sponda Legends walking tour will provide 

you with answers to these questions. 

The tour will help you see familiar buildings in a 

new light and to take a peek at the history of our 

capital in a fascinating way. The historic 

buildings involve astonishing stories, magnificent 

architecture and heartbreaking fates.

The tour is independently done and in your own 

time, so you can also visit the buildings in the 

order of your choice. 

We invite you to share your favourite buildings on 

social media with the hashtag #spondanlegendat



From a machinery dealer to a casino
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Ideas from America

From a gymnasium into a nightclub

Business at the best spot 

A union between the old and new

High-society sparkle

Temperance society restraints

A pioneer of cinema

A superior staircase

A triumph of national romanticism
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Did you know that the Viennese-baroque-style Fenniabuilding next to the Helsinki Railway Square 

has served as a hotel, a place for the cream of the society to make an appearance, a filming 

location for a film based on a play by Minna Canth and even, briefly, the headquarters of Red 

Finland during the Finnish Civil War? 

Completed in 1898, during the period of Russification, the Fennia-building was a strong political 

statement in itself . The name of the building means Finland in Latin, and the names of European 

âÁŀĀŎÁħŇ âÁŃŨìè ĀĮŎĵ ĀŎŇ ìŮŎìŃĀĵŃ ŝĮèìŃħĀĮìè @ĀĮħÁĮèɅŇ ÁŇŇĵâĀÁŎĀĵĮ ũĀŎý Ŏýì ²ìŇŎìŃĮ 6ŝŃĵŀìÁĮ

cultural sphere as opposed to the Eastern sphere. 

The building entered its golden age in the 1900s when businessman Karl Edvard Jonsson 

established Grand Hotel Fenniaon the premises. The opening guests gasped with amazement at 

the splendour of the hotel. Its luxurious winter garden turned into a society meeting place, which 

also served as a venue for sumptuous parties. In 1914, FenniaýĵŝŇìè ɂŎýì ĭĵŇŎ øħĵŃĀĵŝŇ ŀÁŃŎů

ìŨìŃ ýìħè ĀĮ @ĀĮħÁĮèɃȘorganised in honour of actress Ida Ahlberg . The party was so spectacular it 

áŃĵŝøýŎ ŎìÁŃŇ Ŏĵ Ŏýì ŇŎÁŃɅŇ ìůìŇȝ

The green marble interior of the hotel lobby was created in 1927 and 1928. The lobby furniture 

and lighting was renovated by Sponda in 2020, honouring the original architecture. Take a look at 

the historic lobby ȷor read more below about the fascinating history of the Fenniabuilding:

www.bit.ly/Mikonkatu17_EN »

Black and white photographers from the left.: unknown, Foto Roos, Lars Andersson, Foto Roos / Helsingin kaupunginmuseo

https://sponda.fi/en/fennia-building-provided-entertainment-and-celebrations-throughout-the-ages/


The land under the historic building in Mikonkatu used to be a bottomless bog. The life in the 

neighbourhood was transformed by the completion of the railway in 1862. The railway square next 

to the building become a traffic hub, and the area attracted new shops, accommodation 

businesses and restaurants.

In 1912, machinery dealer Aatra constructed a five -storey commercial building in late Jugend style 

on Mikonkatu. The business in the building sold farm and factory machinery, and Leijona bicycles 

manufactured by Aatra. Later, the building became the property of the Nikolajeff car shop, which 

gave it its current name. 

A number of restaurants have also been operated in the historic building. The Kansanravintola

ŃìŇŎÁŝŃÁĮŎȘ ìŇŎÁáħĀŇýìè ĀĮ Ŏýì áŝĀħèĀĮø ĀĮ Ŏýì ƛƣƛƚŇȘ ÁèŨìŃŎĀŇìè ĀŎŇìħö ÁŇ öĵħħĵũŇȗ ɂ ĮìũȘ ĭĵèìŃĮ

restaurant is now open in the Aatra building, featuring a spacious and neat dining room.  The food 

is nourishing and tasty, and the portions are large. Thorough cleanliness is observed in the 

ŀŃìŀÁŃÁŎĀĵĮ ĵö Ŏýì öĵĵè ÁĮè Ŏýì âħìÁĮĀĮø ĵö Ŏýì ŎÁáħìũÁŃìȝɃ

Later, the building became a site of entertainment. At the turn of the 2000s, the Bio City cinema 

offered European arthouse films to cinema enthusiasts, and in 2004, Grand Casino Helsinki moved 

to the building. Did you know that this historic building still has its original doors? Read the whole 

story of the building below and discover its other architectural gems:

www.bit.ly/Mikonkatu19_EN »

Black and white photographers from the left : Eric Sundström, Tyyne Savia, Kari Hakli / Helsingin kaupunginmuseo


