The Sponda Legends
walking tour

Enjoy the summery Helsinki and learn
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than a hundred years old buildings!
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Take a peek at the historv of Helsinki
and see city centre buildings in a new light!

Do you know which city centre building has
housed the most glorious party ever held in
Finland? Or which building was designed by an
architect who suffered a tragic fate? Or do you
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in the peace terms of the Second World War?

The Sponda Legends walking tour will provide
you with answers to these questions.

The tour will help you see familiar buildings in a
new light and to take a peek at the history of our
capital in a fascinating way. The historic
buildings involve astonishing stories, magnificent
architecture and heartbreaking fates.

The tour is independently done and in your own
time, so you can also visit the buildings in the
order of your choice.
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- , We invite you to share your favourite buildings on
~ | social media with the hashtag #spondanlegendat
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Sponda Legends -
stvle. art and stories

Fennia - Mikonkatu 17 ©
High-society sparkle
©® Mikonkatu 19

From a machinery dealer to a casino

Yrjonkatu 31 @
Temperance society restraints
O Yrjonkatu23

Ideas from America

Mannerheimintie 16 ©

A pioneer of cinema

O Mannerheimintie 6

From a gymnasium into a nightclub

Bulevardil @

A superior staircase

O Erottajankatu 5-7

Business at the best spot

Korkeavuorenkatu 35 ©

A triumph of national romanticism

@ Korkeavuorenkatu 45

A union between the old and new
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https://sponda.fi/en/fennia-building-provided-entertainment-and-celebrations-throughout-the-ages/
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The land under the historic building in Mikonkatu used to be a bottomless bog. The life in the
neighbourhood was transformed by the completion of the railway in 1862. The railway square next
to the building become a traffic hub, and the area attracted new shops, accommodation
businesses and restaurants.

In 1912machinery dealer Aatra constructed a five -storey commercial building in late Jugend style
on Mikonkatu. The business in the building sold farm and factory machinery, and Leijonabicycles
manufactured by Aatra. Later, the building became the property of the Nikolajeff car shop, which
gave it its current name.

A number of restaurants have also been operated in the historic building. The Kansanravintola
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restaurant is now open in the Aatra building, featuring a spacious and neat dining room. The food

is nourishing and tasty, and the portions are large. Thorough cleanliness is observed in the
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Later, the building became a site of entertainment. At the turn of the 2000s, the Bio City cinema
offered European arthouse films to cinema enthusiasts, and in 2004, Grand Casino Helsinki moved
to the building. Did you know that this historic building still has its original doors? Read the whole
story of the building below and discover its other architectural gems:

www.bit.ly/Mikonkatul9 EN »




